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I.—ForeIcN Pouitics.. 


Tue Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 23rd August says that the Danossattaxat 


England ind the Khedive. marriage of the Khedive. with Princess Amina, pry gia 
youngest daughter of the late Sultan Abdul Aziz of 

Turkey, is about to be solemnized. ‘T’he English people, considering that the 

new matrimonial alliance will afford the Khedive an opportunity for pressing 

upon England his request for the evacuation of Egypt, are advising him to with- 

draw the proposal and to go to England to atone for the mistake he made by 

coing to Constantinople. 

~ It is known to the Khedive that England is trying her best to stir u 

gee between him and his master, the Sultan of 'Turkey, and he is not likel 

to displease his mastcr for the sake of pleasing his English friends. : . 
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IIl.—Ifome ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


2, The Sansodhini of the 20th August says that a Musalman lad was = ‘sssopmni, 
a a por ., employed as cowherd to a certain family in the 9 “™: 21%! 
aaa sc ve suburbs of Chittagong town, One day the lad fell 
: asleep after letting his cows to graze. The cows, 
however, strayed intotheir owner’s field, and began to cat tho standing crops. The 
owner happened to see this, flew into a fit of anger, and beat tho lad so severel 
that he became senseless. He was taken in this state to his master’s house, 
whence his mother took him home, considering, in her superstitious way, that 
he was possessed by an evil spirit, and it was not till the lad dicd two days 
later that the poor mother came to know the real cause of his death. She then 
went to the thana, but the authorities there thought she was insane and 
dishelieved her story. oe 
3. The Charumihir of the 21st August makes the following observations = Cuakuauu, 
on the Resolution on the Police Administration 4"% 2!*t 15% 
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1 Tie, Reraloion on the, Eatee Report for 1893 :— om 4 

=o (1) Though there has been a reduction in the oy 
superior police staff, the cost of its maintenance has increased by Rs. 27,224. » 
There has been a total increase of Rs. 55,000 in the total Police expenditure. a 
The Lieutenant-Governor has assigned reasons for this increase, but it is not — 
known: whether he has passed orders for checking such increase in future. 2 


In the subordinate staff, the number of officers has increased by 329 men, but 
the cost of maintenance has fallen by about Rs. 20,000. The writer would 
have been glad if the Lieutenant-Governor had assigned some reason for this 
reduction. It need scarcely be pointed out that the subordinate staff consists 
wholly of natives. 

(2) Candidates for Police Sub-Inspectorships are selected not simply on 
the result of competitive examinations, but also with reference to their nation- a 
ality. Where, then, is the good of holding competitive examinations? Are Ae 
those exanfinations only a device for hiding the defects of the nomination | 
system ? 4 
(3) The efficiency of the chaukidari system can increase, and the status 
of the chaukidars can improve, if good work is properly rewarded, and the 
chaukidars are not treated badly by the police. The improvement which has been 
already effected in this respect has been attributed by the Lieutenant-Governor 
to the increase which has been made in the rate of salary and to the punc- 
tuality with which salaries are paid. But has Sir Charles Elliott ever made 
the cnquiry how many poor people have their few household utensils put 
up to auction for the recovery of the chaukidari cess? If not, he should do so 
in future. 

(4) In 16 out of the 87 cases instituted against the Pre for oppression, 
the police officers concerned were convicted and punished; 49 of these cases 
were declared false, and in the remaining 22 the police were not punished by | 
the law courts, though the charges against them were not unfounded. And 
there is nothing in the Resolution, too, to show whether the men involved in 
these 22 cases were departmentally punished. In 5 out of the 49 false cases, 
the complainants were punished by the courts. But the Resolution is silent as 
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to the causes which led to the institution of the other false cases, and ag to 
what steps have been taken to put a stop to the institution of such cases in 
future. Speaking for himself, the writer cannot believe that so many case; 
wero instituted against the police. without sufficient: ground, Casos against the 
police should always be investigated by Inspectors or higher officers. 

(5) The number of criminal cases was smaller in the year under report 
by nine thousand. This should be a matter for congratulation, if it really 
means that there was more internal peace in the province. According to the 
Inspector-General of Police there was less crime because food-grains were cheap 
in 1893. But did not Sir Charles himeelf say that food-grains were not cheap 
in the year in question? The truth is that, as was repeatedly pointed out by 
correspondents of this paper writing from Jamalpur and other places in the 
Mymensingh district, the falling off in the reported number of crimes was 
vreatly due to the extensive application of sections 202 and 203 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. Magisterial tours and the application of section 157 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, under which police enquiries are refuscd, 
were also in a large measure responsible for the decrease in the number of 
crimes reported. 1n 1890, 87 per cent. of the theft cases were not investi- 
gated by the police, whilst in 1893, 16:7 per cent. of such cases were not so 
investigated. Cases of criminal trespass, too, were very similarly dealt with. 
Is it a wonder, then, that there should have been a falling off in the reported 
number of crimes? The Liecutenant-Governor seems to have seen this, and 
has instructed the District Superintendents to keep a sharp eye on the 
lower police officers in order that they may not abuse the powers given in 
section 157. 

cuits: 4, Tho Sulabk Dainik of the 24th August says that Government has 
Aug. 24th, 1994, ee sce deserved praise at the hands of the public by get- 
povscenity in public prints and ting the sunday Times newspaper punished for the 
wee | ublication of obscene matter. Living under the 
rule of the strictly religious English people, the people of India hate obscenity, 
and they are extremely glad to sce it puuished with a high hand in the present 

instance. 

Government will do all classes of people a still greater service if it can in 
the same manner put down the performance of obscene ~ in the theatres. 
Considering that the theatres are frequented by people of all classes, and by 
men as well as by women, it behoves Government to keep an eye on the 
character of the performances which are given there, 

FOTO 5. The Banganivasi of the 24th August asks why the daroga, who, accord- 
voc ai See The police in the Rajshahi ing to the four constables, gave orders to fire, was 

r firing caso. not produced in court and examined. 

SANJIVANI, 6. <A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 25th August, writing from 
Nay 2hth, 1894, : : Gauripur in the Mymensingh district, asks how, in 
An indecent ceromony in the gnite of section 294 of the Indian Penal Code 
Mymensingh district. ‘ : , cc . 

which makes one lable to punishment “ for singing, 
reciting or uttering in or near any public place, any obscene song, ballad, or 
words to the annoyance of others,” the police authorities in Mymensingh permit 
the practice called the ‘‘ worship of the Cupid,” in the course of which the most 
indecent songs are sung and gestu”es of the body are made to be carried on in 
_ the eastern parts of the district. 
SAND a ACeiNn 7. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 28th August refers to the 

a , ee Basantapur riot case and remarks as follows :— 

re ee ak ne Seeniation om: the Beagnia- In this case, though the High Court let off all 

the accused, none of the policemen were either tried 
or punished for having fired on the people. On the contrary, the daroga, 
Gayatri Prasanna, the Bengali hero of the Basantapur affair, has been promoted. 
Ilis promotion has taken the public by surprise. But, then, Sir Charles Elliott 
is a cpuragcous man, and he has courageously justified his action in a Police 
Resolution and praised Gayatri Prasanna for having murdered a lot of men. 
But has His Honour taken the side of the police in this matter simply because 
its conduct was censured by the native press and public? As Sir Charles is 
himself a brave man, he has been gratified to see Gayatri Prasanna’s bravery. 
Will every daroga who kills men be henceforward promoted by the Lieutenant- 
Governor? The Hindus of Basantapur had no arms with them and made no 
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preparation for a riot. The whole of the trouble which followed was the work of 
the police, and it is also the police who killed the Hindus. And has the Hindu 
daroga Gayatri Prasanna been promoted simply because he killed some Hindus’? 
Sir Charles’s Resolution has astounded the writer, and he feels alarmed to sec the 
prospect before his country. Will not Lord Elgin reassure the people? The 
precedent which has been created by Gayatri Prasanna’s promotion is a ve 
serious one, and who shall say that other darogas will not, after this, imitate his 
example? Has the Lieutenant-Governor promoted Gayatri Prasanna simply 
to show his contempt for the native press and to warn it against making com- 
ments on the acts of the officials? If His Honour regards the criticisms in the 
native press with so much dislike, he should say so plainly and openly. The 
object of conducting newspapers is to do good tothe country, and the writer 
will give up his connection with the press if he is convinced that he cannot do 
his country any good by maintaining it. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Sansodhini of the 20th August considers it strange that Mr. Allen, 
Magistrate of Chittagong, should have granted bail 
to Kanti Babu, who is charged with such an offence 
as murder. The Magistrate knows what the law 
on the point is; but common sense says that if a man is reasonably suspected 
of murder, he should be kept in hajut, but if he is not so suspected he should 
be released. ‘There is no middle course in such cases. But the whole blame 
for the proceeding cannot be laid on the Magistrate, for, with no more evidence 
than what was produced by the police, he could not lawfully detain the accused 
in hajwét any longer. © 
The charge against Kanti Babu may be true or false, but when the Magis- 
trate has granted bail to Kanti Babu, the central figure in the case, he should 
also be lenient to Rajani Babu, whose connection with the alleged crime is far 
from clear or close. Indeed, Rajani Babu’s connection with the case was not 
more intimate than the Interpreter Babu’s. But the latter, being an independent 
man, no one has dared to proceed against him, while Rajani Babu has been 
sent to Cox’s Bazar. Ought anyone to take such advantage over a man simply 
‘because he has him in his power ? 
The writer heartily wishes to see the case turn out false. But, if the man 
Jatin has been really murdered, Government will incur blame if it fails to trace 
the culprits. If for no other reason, therefore, than for clearing itself of blame, 
Government should have made a proper investigation. People are saying 
that the case has not received at the hands of the authorities anything like the 
attention which it ought to have received. The greatest mistake of the author- 
ities has been the transfer of Mr. Daly, the District Superintendent, from 
Chittagong, for it is believed that 1f he had been there he would have made 
full investigation. 


The case of Kanti Babu in Chit- 
tayong. 


A month- has elapsed since the commission of the alleged murder, but - 


neither has the crime been traced, nor has enquiry been made as to whether 
the man who is stated to have been murdered is living or not. 

9. The Charumihir of the 21st August says that compluints have of late 

| : _ been heard to the effect that the Munsifs in 

» teres een the Munsife Mymensingh town have got into the habit of 

striking off suits on very slight pretexts. On the 

31st July last, the First Munsif, Babu Rajani Kanta Ghosh, struck off seven suits 

simply because the attendance of the witnesses for the plaintiff, who were all 

present in Court, had not been entered in the nazir’s register. Law suits are 

very expensive now-a-days, and it 1s a misfortune for the country that they 
should be struck off for such slight faults on the part of suitors. 

10. The same paper says that the practice, now prevailing in Mymensinzh, 
of requiring the people who have been ordered to 
give securities or recognisances to execute them 
in the office of the Court Sub-Inspector, causes much: 
trouble and inconvenience to the parties. Mr. Waller, when Magistrate of the 
district, ordered such documents to be executed in court. It is hoped that 
Mr. Earle will revive Mr. Waller’s practice oe : 

@ 


An objectionable practice in the 
Mymeusiogh Criminal Courts. 
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11. Theo Sulabh Dainik of the 23rd August has the following :— 

Mr. Bell has done well to express repentance 
; for his rash act, though repentance like this has 
become only a fashion of the day. All that can be said in Mr. Bell’s favour jx 
that lie has come to his senses after the commission of the wrong act, and this 
is something that cannot be said of many oppressive Magistrates like him. But 
if Satis Babu is punished, Mr. Bell should be punished first. Satis Babu can 
be excused, but there is no extenuation whatever of Mr. Bell’s offence. In his 
anger he whipped Kesab Lal, because Kesab Lal is a AKd/d Bengali. The man 
he whipped was neither the District Judge nor the District Superintendent. His 
offence cannot be excused, and he ought to be punished. 

Satis Babu cannot be much blamed for not entertaining a charge which 
was brought against his master and khodabund. He could not have had tho 
courage to do that, especially with the authorities acting as they have been. 
Indecd, if the matter had ended with Satis Babu’s rejection of the case, it 
is very likely that he would have been promoted for his services to his 
master. A Magistrate had left some debts in a district from which he had — 
been transferred. The creditor could not, by repeated request, get his ducs paid, 
At last, he got his dues decreed in the local Munsit’s Court. The money not 
being still paid, a warrant was issued, and the creditor got his money. But the 
Munsif was removed from tho service. Who will not say after this that in 
dismissing the case against Mr. Bell, Satis Babu acted as the nature of the times 
required him to act. So, if Satis Babu is punished and Mr. Bell is not, people 
will understand that white men may kill natives every day without making 
themselves amenable to the law. 

12, The Duainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 23rd August has the follow- 

Government in the Kurseong MWg -—™ ; | 
Honorary Magistracy affair. According to the Mitavadt, Government wanted 
to prosecute that paper for having published the official correspondence 
connected with the Kurseong Honorary Magistrate’s case, but had to give up 
the idea in consequence of its not having met with the approval of the Advocate- 
General. This must Le matter for regret, if true. Surely the ruler of Bengal 
ought not to be so thin-skinned, and he ought to have profited by experience. 
But the editors of native papers, on their part, should not recur to the subject 
or be jubilant over the discomfiture of Government. They should bear in 
mind that the times are not in their favour, and who knows what may yet 
happen to them ? Moreover, none of these papers ought to do anything which 
may lead to a violation of the law. | 

13. The same paper refers to the High Court’s condemnation of Mr. 

— : Bell’s conduct in the case of the two Sirajgan) 
Mr, Eell and Satis Babu. | , 7 
zamindars, and remarks as follows :— 7 

Will Sir Charles Elliott pay any heed to what the High Court has:said ’ 
Everybody sees how improper it has been for His Honour to place a oy 
civilian like Mr, Bell in charge of a district. It will not do simply to punish | 
the Deputy Magistrate, Satis Chandra. If£ he had granted summons against 
Mr. Bell, he would have undoubtedly fallen a victim to the wrath of the 
civilian body. No one has forgotten the treatment to which even a Lieutenant- 
Governor like Sir George Campbell subjected a Munsif for pexing, leven 
certain proceedings against a Magistrate. Government has made the Deputy 
Mavistrates the slaves-of-slaves, and it is for this reason that the writer insists 
on a scparation of the judicial and executive functions. The Khulua case will 
furnish Sir Richard Garth with another precedent. 1f Satis Babu had not been 
placed under the Magistrate, he would not have hesitated to grant summous 
against him. It will therefore be unfair to punish Satis Babu severely. It 
will also be very wrong of Government to make out that Satis Babu has lost 
his mental balance. | 

14. The Sudhakar of the 24th August is surprised to learn that Babu 

The Subdivisional Officer of J. N. Lahiri, the Subdivisional Officer of Nator, 
“ator. is very much displeased with the local Musalmans 
from a suspicion that the charges against him which appeared in a previous 
issue of this paper (W, R. 11th August 1894, paragraph 11) must have been 
communicated by some one among them. The writer has heard many other 
coinplaints against the Subdivisional Officer, not from any particular individual, 


The Khulna case. — 


(me) 


but from people of various classes and conditions in life in Nator. The writer 
has learnt how, on account of that officer’s incompetency, the two Rajas of 
Nator have had to suffer serious losses, and how that officer has shown his 


own want of ability and sullied the reputation of Government, by not attending - 


to the prayer of the younger branch of the Raj family. The writer does not 
intend to publish these things at present, but he may be compelled to do so in 
future if he feels such a course necessary in the public interest. It is ve 

hard that Musalmans should be subjected to oppression for any fault committed. 
by the Sudhakar. Wherever there shall be any oppression of Musalmans by the 
ofticials in consequence of the publication of any charges against them in the 
Sudhakar, the writer will hold the Government responsible for such oppression. 

A letter from the bench-clerk of the Subdivisional Officer, testifying to 
that officer’s affable and gentlemanly behaviour, and denying that he or any 
other Musalman has ever been unjustly fined or ill-treated by him, is next 
civen, and the remark is made that a petty officer like the bench-clerk may 
reasonably be suspected of hiding the truth from a fear of his superior officer, 
and that the editor will not withdraw the statements which have already 


appeared in this paper so long as some independent Musalman gentlemen 
do not contradict them. 


15. The Bangavasi of the 25th August says that the four constables of 


Ee Rajshahi, who were charged with firing during the 
a late Muharram festival, have been convicted and 
punished to one month and one day’s simple imprisonment each, on the evidence 


of the District Superintendent and two constables, who said that no one gave 
orders to fire. ‘The accused, however, say that they were ordered by the 
Police Inspector to fire. ‘The writer has not been satisfied with the decision ; 
his suspicions have become ratier stronger in consequence of the light punish- 
ment which has been inflicted. 

16. The Sanjivant of the 25th August says that Mr. Beatson Bell has 


_. been censured by the High Court Judges for 
Mr. Beatson Bellin the Sirsj- having brought about by threats a compromise 
ganj Case. “pies ; ‘ 
between the two Sirajganj zamindars. But, speak- 
ing for himself, the writer does not think that Mr. Bell was very wrong in 
doing that. Law suits are bringing the country to the verge of ruin; and 
the zamindars who have to find money for the expenses of litigation, for bribing 
the police, and for maintaining an establishment of luthials, are getting deeper 
and deeper into debt. Is Mr. Bell to blame, under these circumstances, for 
having done the zamindars a real service by means of threats? 
17. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th August has the follow- 
ee tal ing on the Khulna case :— 
oe By meking a confession of his guilt and tender- 
ing an apology, Mr. Bell has acted like a gentleman. And it is clear that he 
is not arash or impudent man like Mr. Phillips, that though hasty he is not 
a man of zd, and that he knows how to repent of: his sins. Mr. Bell is therefore 
an object of mercy and sympathy. That the Deputy Magistrate, Satis Chandra 
Bose, is an object of more mercy must also be admitted by everybody. He 
was placed in the predicament of the Rakshasa Maricha in the kamayan, who 
had to dread the anger of Ravan on the one hand and that of Ram on the other. 
If he had entertained the complaint against Mr. Bell, it is certain he would 
have been put to trouble, for many Munsifs and Deputy Magistrates before 
him brought trouble upon themselves by acting in that way. | 


Mr. Bell, however, has been unable to show in his Jetter of apology the | 


greatness of mind which he displayed in his confession, It did not behove 
him, nor was it necessary for him, to make any insinuation regarding the 
correctness of any statement in Kesablal’s petition. If Mr. Bell must make an 
apology at all, it ought to have been a full and unreserved apology. 

‘he conduct of the Deputy Magistrate in connection with this case is 
perfectly intelligible. The Deputy is the Magistrate’s subordinate, the slave 
of his slave. Many Deputy Magistrates have on many occasions and in man 
instances to act like Batis Chandra. ‘The fact is, it is the law that is more to 


blame for such results than officers like Mr. Bell and Satis Chandra. It is. 


because the Deputies have been placed in subordination to the Magistrates that 
the occurrence of cases like the present is made possible. It is in a manner 
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impossible for the Deputy Magistrate to entertain complaints against the 
Magistrato. Just think what Satis Chandra’s fate would have been, if ho had 
entertained ‘the case and Mr. Bell had denied the charge. The Deputy Magis- 
trate says in his explanation that he did not think it possible that a high official 
like the District Magistrate could assault a man without any Higtdyemonage: 
whatever. But it is certian that ifacommon cooly had brought a case of 
assault against a respectable native zamindar and showed marks of beating to the 


Deputy Magistrate, the latter would have entertained the complaint, and would 
not have committed him for perjury. 


Satis Chandra’s explanation has not been a and it would have 
been well if he had not given such an explanation. The Deputies find it 
necessary to do many wrong acts for the sake of their appointments; and there 


will be no improvement in this et until the present system of placing them 
in complete subordination to the Magistrates is abolished. 


We do not know what punishment will be inflicted on Mr. Bell. That it 
is necessary to punish him admits of no doubt. One cannot properly expiato 
for one’s sins by respectfully saluting a person after giving him a deliberate 
kick. Mr. Bell cannot exculpate himself from all blame simply by confessing 
his guilt. There can be no doubt that he is a reckless and impatient man, 
wanting in foresight and forbearance. It was wrong to make him the Magis- 
trate of a district, and for that the Lieutenant-Governor himself is to blame. 
How can affairs be managed if everything is left in the hands of the Secre- 


taries? Mr. Bell is moro to blame than Satis Chandra, and His Honour 
deserves more blame than his Secrctaries. 


This is not a trivial matter. We do not know what action the Lieutenant- 
Governor will take on this case. We cannot tell how the man who has 
rewarded and promoted Messrs. Radice and Skrine — officers who were reproved 
and punished by Sir Antony MacDonnell—will deal with the case of Mr. Beatson 
Bell. But it behoves the Viccroy to attend to these matters, and apply a 


remedy before the Khulna case becomes the subject of an interpellation in 
Parliament. | 


18. ‘The same paper says that the whole country has been pleased at the 
just and British-like conduct of Mr Marson, the 
wd Magis’ Cantonment Magistrate of Barrackpore, but has 


been equally disgusted at the conduct of the 
Cantonment Committee. If, therefore, Government now send Mr. Marson 


back to the army, the people will blame it. Besides, now that under the new 
regulations all Cantonment Magistrates are coming under the control of the 
Government of India, will the Government of Bengal do such an unjust act 
of its own motion? 1t behoves Lord Elgin to look towards Barrackpore, and 
the Commander-in-Chief to ascertain whether the Cantonment Committee 


have acted properly. The whole country will be displeased if Mr. Marson 1s 
removed from Barrackpore just now. 


19. The Daink-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 30th August says:— 
i / The High Court having drawn Government’s 
can Englishman co Mr. Bell's attention to the case of the two Sirajganj zamin- 


dars, the Lng/ishman is blaming it, and is praising 
Mr. Bell with the object of sheltering him from the Lieutenant-Governor’s dis- 
pleasure. It provmeny thinks of converting His Honour to its own view of 
the case, and it may succeed in doing so. Possibly the Englishman, who 1s @ 
bhakta (admirer) of the Lieutenant-Governor, is, in this matter, only giving 


ee to lis guru’s views. But, then, Lord Elgin is the Viceroy of 
ndlin, 


(7) — Education. 


2, The Sahachar of the 22nd August docs not approve of the proposal 
Benanh in the higher University wo reduce the Sauskrit course for the fA. 
RC IE, j Kxamination in order to make room for a paper 
. oe on Bengali composition. There were former! 

two Sanskrit hooks in the F.A. curriculuin, but there is now only one, it 
would be tiierefore unnecessary to still further reduce the Sanskrit course for 


« 98 3 


the purpose of mtroducing Bengall. There was no reduction in the Sanskrit 
course for the Entrance Examination, when Bengali translation and essay writing 
wore for the first time introduced into the curriculum of that examination. It is 
also likely that the proposal to reduce the Sanskrit course will lead the Sanskritist 
party to oppose the introduction of Bengali composition into the curriculum. If 
any reduction of the FA. curriculum is needed in the interest of Bengali, it 
should be effected, not by reducing the Sanskrit course, but by reducing the 
number of text-books in science and mathematics. ‘There are many who say that 
Bengali can take care of itself and do without academic recognition. But 
these people ought to bear in mind that Bengali has been brought to its present 
state of excellence not by pure Sanskritists, but by the men who read Ben- 
gali for the University examinations during the years in which Bengali 
found a place in the University curriculums. The power of the Bengali 
language would not have developed in the way it has, if it had not been 
cultivated by men like the late Babu Akshay Kumar Dutt. Again, in propor- 
tion as the late Pandit Isvara Chandra Vidyasagara cultivated Bengali compo- 
sition, in the same oo were ease and sweetness visible in his writing. 
This shows that Bengali stands in need of cultivation for its development. 
The writer has no quarrel with Sanskrit, but he has quarrel with English. 
In his opinion, all the subjects appointed for the Entrance Examination, except 
Sanskrit and English, ought to be taught through the medium of Bengali. 
Anyhow, it has become necessary to study Bengali side by side with Sanskrit. 
It is not a small reproach to the University and the educated men of the countr 

that the youths trained OY the former, though they can write English wit 

ease, find the greatest difficulty in writing a few lines of Bengali. To remove 
this reproach, it has become absolutely necessary to introduce Bengali in the 
higher Galvaniy examinations. It is not true, as some people say, that there 
are not in Bengal such books as can be made text-books for the B.A. exami- 
nation. Such books are not now wanting, and the following are some of them :— 
Pushpanjati, Samajika Prabandha, Prabandha Pustaka, Dharma Tativa, Sakuntala 
Tauttva, and the Bengali translations of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. 
The writer hopes that none of his patriotic countrymen will oppose the proposal 
to introduce Bengali into the curriculum of the higher University examinations. 
Ile. is sorry to learn that some Musalman gentlemen have taken exception to 
it. But considering that many of them can now write good Bengali and have 


taken to the cultivation of Bengali literature, their attitude in this matter is not 


proper and logical. Bengali will gain insfead of losing by the cultivation of 
Kengali by the Bengal Musalmans. The writer therefore hopes that there 
will be no difference in this matter betwcen the members of the two 
communities, | 

21. The Duaintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 23rd August takes exception 
to a Bengali book, the Sahitya Prasanga, which has 
been made a text-book for the upper primary 
examination. The book is full of errors of gram- 
mar, style and rhetoric. The author seems to have an impericct knowledge 
of astronomy, and his statements regarding the position of stars and planets 
are consequently not correct. The dharmanic inculcated in the book is most 
objectionable. Praise of Buddhism is very improper in a book intended for 
Ilindu boys of 8 to 9 years of age. The book also contains matter which may 
hurt the religious susceptibilities of Musalmans. In short, the book is not fit 
to be made a text-book for the upper primary examination. ‘lhe attention 
of Sir Alfred Croft is drawn to the matter. | : 

22. The Darussallanat and Urdu Guide of the 23rd August says that an 
explanation having been called for from the 
Principal of the Calcutta Madrassa for its unsatis- 
factory result at the last Entrance Examination, he has in anger degraded about 
a dozen boys from the Entrance class simply because they were bad in English 
Composition. And not content with this, Dr. Hoernle said to the head-master 
that he was unfit for the post he held. 
Dr. Heernle should not have acted in this manner as there is plenty of 
time for the students to make up their deficiency. Vhe bad result in the 
lutrance Examination was owing, not to the students, but to the masters, who 
take no interest in their work in the lower classes. 


A text-book. for the upper 
primary examination. 


The Calcutta Madrassa. 
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23. The Samay of the 24th August is sorry to say that most of the Syb. 

Inspectors of schools are in the habit of levying 
blackmail on the gurus in charge of the upper 
primary ‘pathsalas. Most of these gurus are 
illiterate men, and live in perpetual fear of being reported to the authorities. 
The Sub-Inspectors, however, do not report against them in consideration of the 
bribes which they receive from them in the shape of good rice, ghee, goats 
betel-leaves and petty cash. The members of the District Boards can ascertain 
the correctness of this statement by secret enquiries They are also asked to 
hold an examination, to be conducted not by Sub-Inspectors, but by independent 
and impartial men, in order to ascertain the fitness of the gurus for the work 


with which they are entrusted. If this is done, they will see what stuff these 
gurus are made of. | | 


24. The Bangavasicfthe 25th August says that books calculated to vitiate 

A text-book for the Upper the religious principles of Hindu boys should not 
Primary Scholarship Examina- be appointed as text-books in schools. Books 
tion. eulogising the Christian, the Buddhist or any other 
religion, except the Hindu religion, come under this category, and should not be 
read by Hindu boys of a tender age. Buta book called Sahitya Prasanga: has 
been appointed as a text-book for the Upper Primary Scholarship Examination, 
though it contains an unmeasured praise of the Buddhist religion, The book also 
speaks in very strong language of the Moghul Emperors’ hatred of the Hindus, 
and this will be deleterious reading for both Hindu and Muhammadan boys at 
a time like this. The moral instruction given in the book is m many instances 
such as Hinduism will not sanction. There is also in the book other so-called 
moral teaching which should be read neither by Hindu nor by Musalman boys. 
Neither are the scientific lessons nor is the language of the book faultless. 
The writer fails to understand how such a book came to be approved by the 


Text-book Committee, and to be appointed as a text-book by the Director of 
Public Instruction. , 


25. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 25th August says that the 


constant changing of the time for holding the 
The time for holding the lower 


Pe ee ey middle and upper primary examinations makes 
the sessions for the candidates of one year, one of 
15 to 16 months, while it allows to the candidates of another year a session 


of barely eight to nine months. . This causes serious inconvenience both to 
teachers and to pupils. 


The changing of time is probably due to a desire on the part of the 
authorities to find out, by test, the most suitable time in the year for holding 
these examinations. ‘The correspondent considers the month of January to be 
the most suitable time. As for holding the examinations before the Durga Puja 
holidays, there are the following serious objections against it:— 


(1) It obliges successful candidates to wait for from five to ten months 
before they can join school for carrying on their future 
studies, for the Entrance schools begin their sessions about 
February or March, and the normal, survey and medical 
schvols begin theiisin the latter part of June or in the beginning 
of July. ‘This waste of time is calculated to do much 

arm. 

(2) The rainy season, in the very middle of which the examinations will 
be held, if they are held before the Pujas, is the most unhealth 


time in the year, when everybody suffers either from cold, 
fever or indigestion. 


(3) To make the rainy season the busiest part of the year for schools, 
especially in Fast Bengal, is to treat boys with scant considera- 
tion indeed. The correspondent has known many instances 10 

which teachers have shed tears at seeing the condition in which 

boys come to school in that season, for the country then becomes 

one vast sheet of water. In years of heavy rainfall, schools 

have to be closed in this season, But incalculable harm will 


= done by their closing, if the examinations take place before 
le Puja f 


The Sub-Inspectors of schools 
and pathsala gurus. 
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(4) It will be exceedingly unsafe for the teachers to take little boys to 
the head-quarter towns, which are the examination centres, for 
the purposes of the examinations in the rainy season. 

During their recent tour the Lieutenant-Governor and the Director of 
Public Instruction did not see East Bengal in the condition to which it is 
usually reduced in the rainy season, because there has been an unusually small 
rainfall this year. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


26. The Bangavasi of the 25th August - that Sir Charles Elliott has 


| | set his heart upon the construction of water-works 
Pollution of the river water near in the 
| Calcutta. 


mufassal, because the drinking of filthy 
watcr produces disease, but His Honour has 
nothing to say against the fouling of the Hooghly river near Calcutta by 
swecpings from the mills on both banks of it. Is his silence due to the fact 
that the mills are owned by Europeans? If, as Sir Charles says, the drinking 
of impure water be the cause of all diseases, then it will do little good to erect 
water-works in one or two places, when the greater part of the residents on 
both kanks of the Heoghly from Naihati to Ulubaria drink such impure river 
water. 
works, the use of river water could not be completely dispensed with, as is clear 
from the practice still obtaining in Calcutta itself. 

27. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 27th August says that the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Punjab has declined to introduce 
the European system of sanitation into that pro- 
vince, because the people there are too poor to pay its cost. 

All the other Lieutenant-Governors ought to follow the example set by 
Sir Dennis FitzPatrick. 


European sanitation in India. 


(h)— General. ° 
28. The Uchti Vakta of the 26th August says that one Satya Narayan at 


Government’s treatment of the 


they are the leaders of the movement. 
Government is displeasing the Hindus by punishing them unjustly. 


III. — LeGIsLaTIve. 
29. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 21st August has the following in con- 
id initial shane wen nection with the proposed usury law :— 
this subject provides that even if there be no ambiguit 


force the debtors to sign the same. This provision wi 


eetting mone 


recovery of their money, in the hope of obtaining more and more interest. 


30. The same paper has the following on the subject of the Sanitary 


Drainage Bill :— 
The Sanitary Drainage Bill. 8 


ments that he-is determined to pass the Bill. 


And even if every place on the river bank were to have its water-. 


Ballia, m the North-Western Provinces, has been 
Hindus in the cow-slaughter ques- PUNished with imprisonment for delivering alecture to 
tion. the Hindus advising them not to sell cows to the 
Masalmans, and some patwaris have also been dismissed on the suspicion that 


The Bill which has been brought forward on 
in the documents 
executed by debtors, and even if debtors admit the execution of those docu- 
ments, money-lenders will have still to prove that ing did not in any way 

1, if given effect to, do 
much harm to money-lenders, and ultimately to the society for whose good it 
is intended. Under the existing law, debtors are bound to pay interest on the 
money borrowed at the rate agreed to, however exorbitant that rate may be. 
But it will not do to fix that rate by means of the law, for if it is so fixed, 
moncy-lenders will refuse to lend money, and people will have great difficulty in 
in times of need. The writer is therefore of opinion that, 
instead of fixing the rate of interest legislatively, Government should pass a 
law making it wrong to decree interest for sums exceeding twice or three times 
the amount of the money lent. A provision of this nature will do much good 
to debtors by obliging money-lenders not to defer instituting suits for the 


It is clear from the Lieutenant-Governor’s state- 
The people’s opposition to the 
measure is based on their poverty. They would haye raised no objection if 
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they had been able to pay another tax. The writer's chief objection to the 
proposed legislation is that it will not remove malaria. Moreover, as roe. 
excavation will do good only to the places adjacent to silted up rivers, wh 
should people in other places, who will not F gg eer in the good, pay for it? 
—6« 81.) «The Sulabh Dainik of the er: August — that without the 
skid assistance of Government, the management of 
la en ane Hindu debottar property cannot be placed on gq 
property. ) - gatisfactory footing. But in all matters connected 
with such management, it ought to be the duty of Government to act in cop. 


_gultation with leading Hindu gentlemen. It should prepare, in consultation 


with such men, lists of the items on which the proceeds of temple property 
should be spent, and it should do nothing against their wish or opinion. And 
it will also hove to take a itself the duty of deciding what is just and what 
is unjust. In case of any difference of opinion among its Hindu advisers in one 
place, Government should refer the question to the Hindu gentlemen of 
another place and accept their decision. 
32. The Sudhakar of the 24th August is sorry to see violent antipathy 
to Musalmans even among educated Hindus. The 
recent interpellations in the Bengal Legislative 
Council by the Raja of Nator and Mr. Lalmohan 
Ghosh have alarmed the writer, The former, wholly forgetful of the very 
disproportionate share of Government appointments held by his co-religionists, 
asked why Musalmans should not be deprived of the favour which is now 
shown (and, according to the writer, very justly shown) to them in the matter 
of appointments to Sub-Registrarships, and the latter called upon the Bengal 
Government for an explanation of the stopping of carriage traffic for a few 
minutes in the streets of Calcutta during the last Muharram festival. Will 
Mr. Ghosh give proof of a proper sense of justice by protesting against the 
stopping of such traffic on the occasion of the Durga Puja festival too? On the 
occasion of the Id festival, a large number of worshippers congregate in the 
strects near some of the musjds in Calcutta, and we are now in fear lest any 
member of the Bengal Council should propose that carriages must be allowed 
to drive over their heads. 
33. The Bangacasi of the 25th August says that Hanskhali, in the Nadia 
| district, besides having a river flowing by it, has a 
_ oes — between drainage canal to drain its water; and this canal generally 
remains flowing during the rainy season. But in 
spite of such drainage, Hanskhali has been visited this year by an outbreak of 


Anti-Musalman feeling in the 
Bengal Council. 


malaria. Will Sir Charles Eliott make a personal enquiry into the outbreak ? 


384, The Sanjvani of the 25th August writes as follows :— 
There is no provision in the Hindu Sastras 
ud ale cea for the imprisonment of a disobedient wife, and yet 
some people have begun to attack Sir Alexander 
Miller most fiercely for his proposal to make such wivés punishable with im- 
prisonment or with fine at the discretion of the Judge. Under the present law, 
a wife who refuses to live with her husband is liable to imprisonment. This 
law is not of ILindu origin; it has been enacted by tho English Government, 
which has, however, now realised its mischievous character, and proposes to 
amend it as stated above. Several people calling themselves Hindus are very 
much displeased because this amendment has been proposed. They say that, 
if the amendment is made, Ilindu society will be dissolved, no wife will consent 
to live with her husband, and domestic happiness will be at an end. But the 
man is not worthy of the Hindu name who will not be satisfied until he sees 
his wife imprisoned for disobedience. oy, | 

Who does not know what a dreadful place a prison is? It is a place where 
all the thieves, dacoits and badmashes in the land congregate. And will nothing 
satisfy a husband except sending his disobedient wife to such a place? There 
can be no worse offence against chastity than adultery, but no husband wishes 
to sen even his faithless wife to jail. 

What is most to be regretted is that those very men, who express deep 
sorrow 1f they see a cruel husband punished even with a small fine, should be 
so eaver to send a disobedient wife to jail. These men bite their lips in anger 
if they see the relations of an oppresed girl-wife prosecute a cruel husband for 
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branding her all over with hot iron, but they seem determined to compel a 
disobedient wife to live in jail with the dregs of human society. 

How large is the number of cruel husbands and how few that of cruel 
wives in Hindu society! Cruel husbands are abandoning their innocent wives 
so as to make them dependent on others for the bare necessaries of life, and 
are marrying twenty other wives without in any wey losing or compromising 
their position in society. A wife cannot compel her husband to livo with 
her. So miserable is the condition of woman in this country! 

The number of wives who refuse to live with their et OE is small, but 
very large is the number of the husbands who refuse to live with their wives. An 
offence that is rare does not absolutely require a law to check it, but a common 
offence is in urgent need of such a law. The number of wives in this country 
who refuse to live with their husbands is scarcely one in ten thousand, and yet 
there is a rigorous provision in the law for the punishment of such disobedience. 
But how many thousands of wives are there in this country who, though 
eagerly longing to see their husbands once, and only once, in all their lifetime, 
cannot get even that small favour. And yet there is no provision in the law 
for the punishment of such husbands. If any one deserves to be sent to jail, 
it is cruel husbands of this type. 

‘Those who express alarm at the amendment proposed by Sir Alexander 
Miller, take a very low view of the character of the Hindu wife. What keeps 
the Hindu wife attached to her husband is not fear of the law, but love and 
religious devotion. So long as the Hindu wile retains her deep sense of religion, 
it is perfectly immaterial whether there is a law to punish disobedience in a wife 
or not. And when that deep religious sense in the heart of the Hindu wife 
shall pass away, no fear of the law will keep her attached to her husband. 

A woman may have very reasonable grounds for refusing to live with 
her husband, and yet she must be sent to jail for the satisfaction of her cruel 
husband! We, for ourselves, cannot approve of such an inhuman law. Wo 
thank the Government for its attempt to mitigate slightly the rigour of this 
cruel provision. 

35. The Ducca Prakash of the 26th August has the following in connec- 
tion with the Sanitary Draimage Bill: — 

If it is known that Government will pass the 
measure against which there is much popular opposition, and will drop the 
measure against which there is no opposition, it will become the interest of 
the people not to oppose Government measures. It is for this reason that tho 
writer did not consider it to be his duty to oppose the Sanitary Drainage Bill 
more than once. But his own silence will avail nothing, for his contemporaries 
will by their adverse criticisms on the measure provoke Government into 
passing it. The writer does not also approve of the grounds on which the 
oppose the Bill. That the silting up of small rivers 1s doing great mischief 


The Sanitary Drainage Bill. 


to the people living on their banks is a fact well known to the writer. And 


after his reference to the subject in this paper, the people of Harirampur and 
Jutorganj presented a petition to the Licutenant-Governor during his visit to 
Manikganj, stating how they had suffered from the silting up of the rivers in 
their neighbourhood. Shortly after the receipt of this petition His Honour 
brought forward the Bill, and there can, therefore, be no doubt about the 
honesty of his intention in this matter. Again, the tax which the Bill 
propese to levy will not exceed the public works cess in amount, and will 
1ave to be paid only by those who will be benefited by any scheme of drain- 
axe. The objectionable part of the measure consists In its making zamindars 
responsible for the collection of the proposed cess. Most of the zamindars are 
now in a deplorable condition, and cannot realise from their raiyats the amount 
of the road cess which they pay to Government for them. When they sue 
their raiyats for the recovery of their rents, they cannot in the majority of 
cases realise from them the money whith ‘they have to spend on the suits. 
This has made it extremely difficult for zamindars to realise their rent. Again, 
most zamindaris are owned by a'number of co-sharers, none of whom have 
the power to eject raiyats or to increase their Jama. So the raiyats do not 
fear these zamindars and do not pay them rent regularly. ‘Ihere is the 
Partition law; but to effect the partition of an estate under this law is such a 
costly affair that few can avail themselves of it. Having regard to all this, 
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the zamindars will be ruined if they are required to collect the a cess, 
It will be proper to levy the cess only on those who will benefit by the drainage 
works; and as zamindars will not benefit by them, it will be improper to assess 
them to the cess. But if they can be shown to have derived any benefit from 
the drainage works in any particular case, there will be no objection to their 
heing assessed to the tax. The Commission which the Bill proposes to create 


with a view to give effect to drainage schemes may very well be entrusted with 


the work of collecting the proposed cess, and therefore with powers similar 


to those which are exercised by Municipal Commissioners. Again, the Bill 
should provide for the payment of the cess only by those who will enjoy any 
profit from any drained area due to the drainage. If these suggestions are 
accepted, the writer will give his unqualified support to the measure. Buthe is 
not sure that the Lieutenant Governor will accept them. His Honour will 
probably either abandon the Bill or pass it with all its imperfections. 


36, The Sulabh Dainik of the 27th August has the following :— 
The Law Member, Sir Alexander Miller, has 
The proposed amendment of 


a tame & ee brought forward a proposal to. introduce the 


rights. English law of divorce into Hindu households. A 


Bill has been or is being drafted for the purpose, 
and will be probably soon passed into law. And the object of the proposed 


legislation is to declare that the provision of the existing law relating to 
conjugal rights, which empowers the Courts to fine a recalcitrant wife or 
to send her to jail, is extremely inequitable and barbarous, and that a woman 
who refuses to live with her husband should not be punished at all. 

We are Ilindus. It 1s owing to the Hindu wife that the Hindu home is so 
sacred, She is the presiding goddess of that home, the source of its prosperity. 
We look upon her as the goddess of prosperity herself. But, thanks to West- 
ern civilisation and the present pernicious system . of education, a slight change 
has been recently visible in the sacred character of the Hindu zanana. Many 
Hindus already scem anxious to receive the ‘light’ of civilisation, and if after 
this Sir Alexander Miller’s Bill becomes law, the evil will be intensely aggravat- 
ed. Instead of meeting with public approval, the new law will cause public dis- 
content. Andis it the object of the proposed measure to create public discon- 
tent? Inspite of the provision of the existing law, which makes punishable a 
wife’s refusal to live with her husband, sensational cases for the restitution of 
conjugal rights are not after all so very uncommon in Hindu society. If the 
Bill becomes law, the Hindu home will become a scene of utter confusion; 
tlre tie of love and affection between the husband and the wife will be broken; 
no more will men find wives who could be properly called their partners in joy 
and sorrow; and the sacred Ilindu marriage will degenerate into something 
like the civil contract between man and woman which obtains in Europe. The 
very thought is horrifying. The Hindu wife will quarrel with her husband, and 
on the false plea that he is diseased, emaciated, ugly, &c., seek the protection 
of the law Court. The Court will grant her a divorce, the conjugal tie will be 
broken, the bond that holds society together will be destroyed, license will reign 
es “epi and the once sacred Hindu home will be converted into a veritable 
hell. - 


If the Courtsno longer punish the women who refuse to live with their 
husbands, they will gradually come to take other husbands. Thus marriages 
between persons belonging to different castes will come into vogue, and the 
number of wicked women will inerease. 

The question is, who wants the proposed law? Do the people want this 
divorce law? Who, or how many, among the thirty crores of the Indian 
peopie have sat dhurna at the door of Sir Alexander’s house .importuning 
luin to give them such a law? Why does he trouble himself in this 
matter? It may be a handful of wicked women who have left their 
husbands’ homes are anxious to get such a law passed; but will Govern- 
ment deal such a death-biow to Hindu society for their sake? They have left 
the r husbands, and women like them will always do the same. For such can 
never be content with one husband. But it is otherwise with the Hindu wife, 
Who looks upon her husband as a god. And it is because she does this that 
there is peace and happiness in the Hindu home. Sir Alexander Miller must 

even it England many people dislike this divorce law, which 
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gives publicity to family scandals. And yet in point of peace and happiness 
the English home is far inferior to the Hindu home. With joined hands, we 
therefore say to Sir Alexander—‘‘My Lord, keep with you what is yours, 
Why do you give us what we do not want? Your philanthropy has alarmed 
us, agitated Hindu society, caused waves of unrest to arise in a sea of peace and 
startled the Hindu. There are many ways of gratifying your whims. If you 
must pelt stones, pelt stones against the sky; do not make sport by killing 
innocent frogs. You have paseed the Consent Act, but say, how many are 
the cases that you have been able to try under that Act? Did not Lord 
Lansdowne, who passed that Act, ultimately find himself despondent in regard 
to its fate? He plainly told the Madras Government not to send any more 
reports on the working of the Act. That Scoble is gone; why are you anxious 
to play a second Scoble? Forbear, we do not want your law, we do not want 
your low. Be pleased with us, draw in your net and let us live in peace.” 

87. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 30th August 1s opposed to 
Government’s legislating with the object of detain- 
ing the Calcutta and Suburban lepers in an asylum. 
As leprosy is not a contagious disease, there is no necessity for a legislation 
which will only increase police oppression. The Lieutenant-Governor drives in 
a carriage, and there is no chance of His Honour’s feelings being hurt by the 
sight of a leper. Why is he then so anxious to see them confined in an asylum ? 
The people have had enough of laws, and every increase of their number is 
being followed by increased zui/m and oppression, The writer cannot expect 
justice in the matter from any one but Lord Elgin. 


The proposed leprosy legislation. 


IV.—NaTIvE STATES. 


38. The Banganivasi of the 24th August considers the amalgamation of 

the Cashmere postal department with that of 

ae Cashmere postal depart- the Government of India a result and a proof of 
ae Lord Lansdowne’s statesmanship. 

39. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 27th August says that the Berars were 
given to the British Government only for a time 
as security for the due payment of the cost of the 
Hyderabad Contingent. The Hyderabad Contingent no longer exists, but the 
poor people of the Berars have still to send out their revenue for the British 
soldiers, who have nothing to do with the Nizam’s dominion, and who live out 
side the Nizam’s country in the British service. 


The question of the Berars. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


40. Babu Deviprasanna Rai Chaudhuri, Secretary of the Faridpur Subrid 
Sabha, writes in the Sanjtvani of the 25th August 
as follows:— 

Hitherto only a meagre account of the distress prevailing in Faridpur has 
- been published in the newspapers. The correspondent did not communicate 
to them even the cases of death from starvation which came to his knowledge. 
But he can no longer help doing so, having seen everything with his own eyes. 
Bihari Babu, who has gone to distribute rice, came back on the 23rd July last, 
and on the 13th August last Babu Kunja Lal Ghosh went to Kotalipara. The 
letters which have been received in the meantime bring exceedingly sad news. 
The following are extracts from three of these letters :— 


The distress in Faridpur. 


(1)—From Pandit Ravati Mohan Kavyaratna, teacher of the Ulsia 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIK&, 


Aug. 30th, 1894. 


BANGANIVASI, | 
Any. 24th, 1894. 


Hinpt BanGavast, 
Aug. 27th, 1894, 


SANJIVANT, 


Lug. 25th, 1894, 


Arya Vidyalaya:—The people who had hitherto lived on the 


charity of the Suhrid Sabha, have been reduced to the last 
extremity, and are enquiring when the Babu will come again. 


(2)—From Babu Radha Charan Das of Utterparhat to Behari Babu :— 


You had dissuaded Fatik Mandal Bagani from selling his child 
for Rs. 20. ‘But reduced to the last straits, he has, after your 
departure, sold his child to one, Chandi Charan Barai, for 
Rs. 15. A man died of starvation in Baharkhola belonging 
to the local zamindar of the one-and-half anna share. 
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( TKALDIINPA. 
‘aly 14th, 1894. 


' TKALDIPIKA. 


July 2ist, 1&4, 


- “HALDIPIKA, — 


Jciy 26th, 1834. 


taANIDPARSHAK. 


Second Foertnapht 
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(3)--Babu Sasadhar Chakravarti, writing to Behari Babu, under date 
the 10th August 1894, says:—‘‘the outlook is growing more 
and more gloom ogg day. The other day a man was found 
lying in front of the Baharkhola school, and the next mor- 
ing he was found partly eaten up by jackals and about to be 
finished by dogs. ‘the name of the poor man will be com- 
municated.”  - . 


There is no knowing how many people may have suffered in this wa 
since the correspondent’s departure from the place. People are so. fully 
occupied with their own affairs, that tnere is no one to send accounts of the 
condition of the most helpless. People from sixty to seventy villages used to 
come for rice, and who can take the trouble of writing about the condition of so 
many villages? The case of child-selling did not come to notice quickly. 
Who can say how many men are losing their honour and respectability, their 
dharma and religious principles, and how many women their very chastity under 
the pressure of distress? Never before did the correspondent witness the 
spectacle of a mother snatching away food. from the hands of her children, in 
order to appease her own hunger; he has seen the sight in Faridpur. The 
mothers in Kotalipara have grown almost mad. ‘The report that one woman 
has been devoured by jackals has reached the correspondent. But who can say 
how many more women have died in the remote villages, and how many 
mothers are mixing their tears with those of their children? The correspondent 
in conclusion makes a touching appeal to Maharani Swarnamayi and to all 


md 


mothers and sisters in the province to help the distressed mothers and sisters 


in Faridpur. 
Uriya PAPERS. 


$1. One of the two junior scholarships assigned for the Balasore dis- 

trict, having been transferred to the Baripada 

Pw dessa ofa Balasore scholar- school in Mayurbhunj, the U¢kaldipika of the 14th 

Z July questions the regularity of the proceeding, 

and observes that Mayurbhunj, which is not within British territory, should 
have a separate allotment of its own. 


42. The Utkaldipika of the 21st July makes the following observations 
" : in connection with the provisions of the Revenue 
an teen Sale Law Amend- Sale Law Amendment Bill :— 

(4, That the payment of the additional money 
provided for in clause (d) of section 14 appears too heavy compared with the 
payment to a purchaser, provided for in section 2 of India Act No. V of 1894 
(an Act to amend the. Code of Civil Procedure, 189+). : 

(}) ‘That the revenue money-order rules should be so modified as to 
provide that the estate must in no way be held liable if its revenue reaches the 
post-office on the last day of payment, and that the proprietor of the estate 
must not be held responsible if the revenue-money reaches the Treasury long 
after the fixed hour through the /aches of the post-office or through any other 
similar cause. 


43. The Utkaldipika of the 28th July regrets to observe that the proviso 
| to section 12 of the Public Demands Recovery Act 
cae enone amands Recovery Amendment Bill is calculated to throw obstacles 
Ac endment Ball. : +4: cs ee 
oe | in the way of filing petitions of objection, and that 
deposit of the full amount of the certificate should not always be made a 
condition precedent to the tiling of a petition of objection. 


AssaM PAPERS. 


44. The Paridarshak for the second fortnight of Sravan says that the 


‘ | | ; : , ‘ 
Fines and land revenue sales CZCUsINg of fines and the postponing for two 0 


in the Sylhet district. three months of sales for arrears of revenue 1D 
| . | the Sylhet district will inflict no loss upon Govern- 
ment, while they will greatly benefit the zamindars in a year in which the 
people are starving and the mirasdars have not succeeded in collecting rents. 


( 745 ) 


45. The same paper says that in spite of the rule permitting a scholarship- 
holder in any Assam educational institution, on 
the payment of a prescribed fine, to transfer his 
scholarship from one school to another, Mr. Willson, 
the Director of Public Instruction, flatly refuses to give his sanction to the 
transter of a scholarship from a Government school to a private institution. 
Since his appointment as an Inspector, Mr. Willson has shown himself any- 
thing but favourable to the success of private schools. : 
46. The same paper says that a Musalman in Manja Baruni, in 
ithe Le Hauli Sunaita within the jurisdiction of 
inthe Sylhet district ~~ the Biswanath outpost in the Sylhet district, com- 
mitted suicide after a starvation of five days, 
because he could not bear to see the sufferings of his wife and children. 


Mr. Willson, Director of Public 
Instruction, Assam. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengal Translator. 
CALCUTTA, 
The 1st September 1894, 


RB. D'B.—Reg. No. 3908C—72—6-9-94. 


PaRIDARSHAK 


Second Fortnight of 
Sravan. 


PaRIDARSHAK, 
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